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Context and new definition

2019-2023 : Rural agenda 
2023 – France ruralités



Mains guidelines for french governemtal policies for ruralités :
- A new governance (a state secretary, a national comittee, a referent in each ministry and in each local state administration)

- A new definition for rurality and a programm of research

- An improvement in the daily life of people living in rural areas 

- less top-down, more local decisions 

- More and free engineering to sustain project for local authorities (petites ville de demain, villages d’avenir)

- Common law policies redesigned to suit rural areas (by exemple, in education, - cordées de la réussite, )

- A set of thematic measures to meet the specific challenges of rural areas: combating medical desertification, mobility, etc.

Mains Results for rural agenda : 99,7 % rural areas are now connected by digital, more 2000 
house of public services less than 30’ each citizen, a new age for small town and village with 
specific programms (funding for new engeneering skills. Networking, breaking silos…)

 - 



Prime Minister's announcements on June 15, 2023. 
Elisabeth Borne

Axe 1
An engineering programme for rural municipalities – « Villages 
d’avenir » Programme

Axe 2
An interdepartmental action plan called « France Ruralités Solutions »

Axe 3
An endowment to promote rural amenities

Axe 4
Boosting attractiveness with the reform of rural zoning 

France ruralités



Villages d’avenir Programme

Completes the engineering offer deployed by the ANCT in rural areas: 
• A link to all available support to territorial engineering 
• A shared project manager allows rural territories to have expertise 

that did not exist before.

The aim is to help rural municipalities, which have an overall 
dynamic, to carry out their development projects through engineering 

support in compliance with the challenges of ecological transition.

• 120 project managers placed in the local services of the State (1 to 2 
per “department” = sub-regional entity)

• The list of selected cities announced at the end of December by the 
Minister of Local Authorities and Rural Affairs: Dominique Faure



The “France ruralités” plan also results from inter-ministerial joint work that has developed 
targeted support to engineering through 32 measures :



Territorial Volunteering in Administration: A 12 to 18-month 
engineering mission to support rural communities on their territorial 
projects

To:  Rural Territorial Municipalities

Recruitment of a young person aged 18 to 30 years old with a minimum 2 years 
of tertiary education

Funding Terms: 
€20,000 in aid to the community, including €5,000 to be paid directly to the young 
person for his or her installation expenses.

Contact : Préfecture (local State services)

Examples of connections between LEADER and the tools developed by 
the Rural Agenda



Free legal and financial information service

A service set up by the “Banque des Territoires”

This service offers:
✓ Immediate and personalized responses
✓ A database of 1000 questions and answers accessible online
✓ Webinars open to all that deal with territorial development 

topics

For: 
✓ Municipalities with fewer than 5,000 inhabitants, in mainland 

France or overseas territories
✓ Inter-municipal associations with fewer than 50,000 

inhabitants

Examples of connections between LEADER and the tools developed by 
the Rural Agenda



“Aides Territoires” : a platform that brings 
together all the aid available in the 
territories. 

An open-source interdepartmental tool available to all project managers. 

This website allows a better match between territorial engineering and available 
funding.

Examples of connections between LEADER and the tools developed by 
the Rural Agenda



A study on the contributions of 
European funds to the French Rural 

Agenda

29 563 cases 
initiated

1,118 milliard 
d’€ of FEADER 

initiated

+12 000 
recipients

917 millions d’€
de FEDER 
initiated

20 545 cases 
initiated on the 

mesure 19

+ 1 600 Public 
co-funders

73 measures of 
the French rural 

Agenda 
analysed

6 measures of 
the FEADER 

analysed

10,6 % du 
FEADER for the 

rural 
developpement

Examples of connections between LEADER and the tools developed by 
the Rural Agenda

The study will soon be available in English



Any Questions ?
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